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Two Years Wiser
Two years ago, I quit my job, packed my bags, and left
everything I knew in America to come and be an English teacher
in Matsukawa-machi, Japan.I think it is one of the best decisions
I have ever made.

When 1 first arrived, it was hot, humid, and everyone was
celebrating something called Obon. I didn't know what it was,and
didn't have anyone to celebrate with so I became very lonely. But
then school started and I began teaching the Eikaiwa class at the
community center. Soon, I had many new friends and everyone
seemed to know who I was. I had never felt so famous.

There were many new things for me to get used to, besides being
one of the only gaijin in Matsukawa. I learned to wear good socks
in case I had to take my shoes off. I learned to bow all the time,
even when I was driving. I learned to like new foods such as
ramen, yakiniku, okonomiyaki, and other Japanese foods that we
don't have in America. Most of all, I learned how kind and
generuos Japanese people,

and especially the people in

Matsukawa, can be.

Since my arrival, people have invited me into their homes and
lives and shown me so much about Japanese culture, which I
would never have learned on my own. I don't think I can ever
repay everyone for all the generosity they have shown me, but I
will never forget it. In the last two years, I heve not only gotten
older but wiser. Living in Japan has changed me in so many good
ways, and I only hope that someday I can share all of my great
experiences with people in America.

When 1 first came to Japan, I knew I would't be able to stay
forever. But I had no idea how hard it would be to leave. I will
miss the beautiful countryside of Shimoina, the tastes, sounds,
and smells of each season, and most of all the wonderful people
I have met. I hope we can meet again someday —— in Japan or
America or some other part of the world. So this isn't really
goodbye, just goodbye for now.
FAEDITHONES T NEL |

by Elizabeth Firmage
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